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UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Department 
of Justice, Washington, D. C. 


Volume XXV JANUARY 1955 Number 2 


SUMMARY 
Estimated Major Crimes 

Trend Up. Major crimes were up 5 percent—a new high of 
2,267,250 estimated major crimes in 1954. The rise in this seventh 
straight year of increases was due to robberies (+6.8 percent), bur- 
glaries (+8.4 percent), and larcenies (+5.8 percent). Up slightly 
were rapes (+-0.7 percent) and aggravated assaults (+ 1.0 percent). 

Decreases: Criminal homicide (—4.3 percent); and auto thefts 
(—4.7 percent). 

Population and Crime. Crime, up 26.7 percent since 1950, has 
increased almost 4 times as fast as population (up 7 percent). Trans- 
lated to crimes per 100,000 population, the crime rate or criminality 
of this Nation is up 18.4 percent (1950-54). 

Property Loss. A 413 million dollar loss to property crimes was 
offset by a police recovery of about 55 percent. 

Crime Trends, Urban—Rural 

City crimes were up 4 percent in 1954. Increases in all cities 
(grouped by size) ranged from 2.4 percent to 7.4 percent. Criminal 
homicides and auto thefts were down but increases in other major 
crimes ranged from 0.7 percent (aggravated assaults) to 8.4 percent 
(robberies). 

City crimes now are 44.2 percent above 1937-39 (pre-World War 
II average). 

Rural crime climbed 8.3 percent. Criminal homicides, rapes and 
auto thefts were down, all other offenses increased. 

Monthly Variations 


Crime Seasons. Murder and criminal assaults are high in warm 
months. Robbery, burglary, and thefts predominate in the cool 
months. Negligent manslaughters follow the curve of hazardous 
traffic conditions with a high in December. 
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Property Recovered 

Fifty-two percent of the value loss in 421 cities was automobiles. 
Police in these cities reported 55.6 percent recovery of the 1954 prop- 
erty loss value for all property stolen. 


Persons Arrested 


Trends. Arrests of young persons, 17 and under, increased 2.3 
percent while arrests of 18 and over decreased 1.9 percent, 1953-54 
(1,005 cities, population 32,633,967). 

Number of Arrests. Persons under 18 represented 57.6 percent of 
all persons arrested for auto theft, 49.0 percent of all arrested for 
burglary, and 43.6 percent of those arrested for larceny in 1954 (1,389 
cities, population 38,642,183). 





CRIME TREND 


Major Crime Totals, 1954 


Trend. Major crime total rose 5.0 percent in 1954. (Curve has 
been up since 1947—7 years of increases.) New high, 2,267,250 esti- 
mated major crimes, tops 1953 record high by 108,170. Gain in 
1954 crime supported principally by increases in robberies (6.8 per- 
cent), burglaries (8.4 percent), and larcenies (5.8 percent). 

Upward trend of total major crime for year softened by decreases in 
criminal homicides and auto thefts (—4.3 percent and —4.7 percent, 
respectively). Rapes and aggravated assaults climbed only slightly 
(+0.7 percent and +1.0 percent, respectively). 

Population and Crime. Since 1950, United States population 
swelled 7.0 percent while the volume of crime increased 26.7 percent 
(almost 4 times the percentage increase in population). Specifically, 
the criminality of the Nation increased 18.4 percent in this period. 
(For each 100,000 persons in the general population in 1950, there were 
1,187.8 major crimes. For each 100,000 persons in the estimated 
population as of July 1, 1954, there were 1,406.5 major crimes.) 

Crimes Against the Person. (Crimes aimed at persons rather than 
property.) Criminal homicide, rape, and aggravated assault victims 
numbered 123,830 in 1954, or 520 more than the 123,310 in 1953. 
Percentagewise the increase was 0.4—due solely to increases in rapes 
and aggravated assaults. Criminal homicides decreased. 

Criminal Homicide. The 12,260 dead at the hands of killers get 
no solace from the 4.3 percent decrease in criminal homicides during 
1954. Nevertheless, the lives of 550 persons were spared by the 
downtrend. Criminal homicides in these figures are of two main 
types; (1) wilful killings (murder and nonnegligent manslaughter) 
and (2) killings resulting from grossly negligent acts (manslaughter 
by negligence). 

Murders and nonnegligent manslaughters decreased 3.8 percent 
in 1954. The 6,850 killings of this type were 270 less than the 7,120 
in 1953. In the 20 years since 1934, 146,869 persons have been wil- 
fully and unlawfully slain in the United States. The high year in 
that period was 1946 with 8,442 wilful killings. Not all years in 
the past 20 have had decreases in this crime but an examination of 
murders per 100,000 in the general population according to yearly 
population estimates indicates a generally favorable trend in murders. 
For each 100,000 persons there were 6.1 murders in 1935 as compared 
with 4.2 in 1954. The 1954 murder rate (4.2 per 100,000 population) 
was the lowest for the 20-year period. 
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Manslaughter by Negligence. Victims who died because others 
were grossly negligent numbered 5,410 in 1954. This was 280 deaths 
less than the 5,690 in 1953 or a decrease of 4.9 percent. Motor 
vehicle deaths make up most of these totals, but not all traffic deaths 
are counted as crimes. (National Safety Council estimates 36,300 
motor vehicle deaths in 1954. So, something less than 15 percent of 
these are classed by the police as manslaughters.) 

Rape. Over 18,000 women were victims of rapists in 1954, a 
0.7 percent increase over the 17,900 rapes in 1953, and about one-half 
of them were forcible in nature as contrasted with the statutory 
offenses. 

Aggravated Assault. Shootings, cuttings, and other felonious 
assaults (except rapes) numbered 93,540 in 1954. This means that 
940 more persons were brutally assaulted (a 1 percent increase over 
1953). 

Crimes Against Property. Robbery, burglary, larceny and auto 
theft, grouped, increased 5.3 percent. The 2,143,420 crimes of this 
type in 1954 were 107,650 more than the 2,035,770 in 1953. Property 
valued at an estimated 413 million dollars was stolen. (Police re- 
covered about 55 percent of this dollar loss.) 

Robbery. There were 67,420 armed and strong-arm robberies 
in 1954. This is 6.8 percent more than in 1953 and represents an 
increase second only to burglary. The average loss per robbery 
was $219, indicating a loss of over 14 million dollars to this crime. 

Burglary—breaking or entering showed the highest increase of 
all crimes in 1954, 8.4 percent. The 40,000 additional crimes brought 
total unlawful entries of business houses, homes and other structures 
to 519,190 for the year. At an average loss of $176, the total loss was 
91 million dollars in property and money or about 13 million dollars 
more than in 1953. 

Larceny-theft (except autos) was third highest in increases in 
1954, 5.8 percent. At $74 per offense, over 99 million dollars in cash 
and property were taken in the 1,340,870 crimes of this type. There 
were almost 74,000 more thefts in 1954 than in 1953. 

Auto theft decreased 4.7 percent. The 215,940 auto thefts in 
1954 averaged $963 per theft and 94 percent were recovered. The 
12,956 unrecovered represent a loss of 12 million dollars. 

Estimates show conservative picture of major crime problem in 
United States. (Crimes classed as major by police are identified in 
table 24. These are the Part I crimes of the uniform crime reporting 
program described on pages 118 and 119.) 

Certain important crimes are not included in the major crime 
estimate. This is because the estimates of total major crime are 
based on “offenses known” as reported by ‘police. Offenses known 





CRIME TREND--U. S. 


BASED ON THE ESTIMATED 
NUMBER OF MAJOR CRIMES 


1953 - 1954 PERCENT CHANGE 


TOT «= MURDER WEGLIGENT = RAPE) =—--ROBBERY AGGRAVATED BURGLARY LARCENY AUTO THEFT 
MANSLAUGHTER ASSAULT 


Fiaure 8. 
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information, as shown by table 24, does not include such crimes as 
arson, other sex crimes, carrying concealed weapons, embezzlement, 
and so forth. When this program was designed, police designated 
the Part I crimes (‘‘offenses known’’) as those constituting the major 
crime problem. The only information available for crimes not listed 
in the “major crime’’ group consists of arrest figures. Arrest data, 
of course, do not show the total crimes that have occurred. 

Reliability of major crime estimates is considered excellent since 
actual counts of crime for three-fourths of the population are avail- 
able. Reports used are from police representing almost 65.2 percent 
of the rural population and 89.3 percent of the urban (city) popula- 
tion. The estimating procedure adjusts for calculated incompleteness 
in reports from some rural areas. A complete set of reports for 1953 
and 1954 from identical contributors was used in the trend figures 
for total United States crime. 

With particular reference to larger cities representing substantial 
segments of the population, the following is important: A critical 
review and evaluation of all reports received under this program are 
made to detect incompleteness or radical increases or decreases in the 
crime figures. There are two primary methods used to correct 
deviations from acceptable standards in record keeping and reporting: 
(1) extensive correspondence; and (2) personal contacts with con- 
tributors. Contacts are made by the FBI and the Committee on 
Uniform Crime Records of the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police. 

Incomplete reports are not used. When a police department 
corrects a demonstrated deficiency in its reporting procedure, a com- 
parison of current complete reports with previous incomplete reports 
demonstrates only the extent of the previous incompleteness. Such 
figures are not used in crime trend figures. 

When correctly compiled reports from such a department are avail- 
able (usually after at least 18 months of complete and acceptable 
reporting), the reports are then used for trend figures for a 6-month 
period. For example, the first 6 months of this year are compared 
with the first 6 months of last year. At the end of two calendar 
years of complete reporting, the department’s figures are then used in 
annual crime trend figures. 

Thus, a reliable index to crime volume and fluctuation is shown 
from year to year in the published figures. Modern business-like 
record keeping is widespread among law enforcement agencies today. 
The progress of record keeping over a 25-year period has been reflected 
in improved quality in crime reports. Because of the method of 
obtaining yearly trend figures, as mentioned above, this gradual 
change does not affect the validity of short-term trends or projections 
based on chosen segments of the 25 years but should be considered in 
any calculations attempting a long-range study. 
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Methods of evaluating trend figures. There are several methods 
available for test checking these crime trend figures: (1) actual exami- 
nation of police records at the source and (2) comparisons of crimes 
reported by police with insured losses. These methods have been 
used by the FBI, the Uniform Crime Records Committee of the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police and students of the crime 
problem. For the casual inquirer, more readily available procedures 
may be utilized. Fluctuations up and down (within reasonable 
limits) are normal. These may be observed in trend figures by totals, 
by cities grouped by size, by geographic area, and by the actual 
figures of individual cities as published in this bulletin. 

Also, arrest figures published in the semiannual issue of this bulletin 
show that they follow generally the trend changes noted in offenses 
known to the police. Arrest records have long been standardized 
and have been singularly free of allegations of manipulation. 

Homicide figures can be independently checked against vital statis- 
tics collected by the National Office of Vital Statistics. Arson 
violations are not reported under this program except in arrest figures 
but these crimes are reported by state fire marshals to the Nativnal 
Fire Protection Association, Boston, Massachusetts. Their figures 
reflect large increases in this crime in recent years (from 1952 to 1953, 
the increase in crimes of arson was 19 percent). 

There is not readily available any accurate measure as to the volume 
of criminal acts not brought to the attention of the police and hence 
not reflected in these tables. The original research prior to 1930 led 
to the conclusion that the Part I classes (criminal homicide, rape, 
robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, and auto theft) 
covered those offenses which experience had shown were most gen- 
erally and completely reported to the police. Subsequent studies 
over the years bear out the soundness of this position. 

Property loss, recovery and other analyses applied to estimated 


crime figures were obtained from Supplemental Crime Data, pages 
107-109. 


TasLe 24—CRIME TRENDS, URBAN AND RURAL 
[Estimated number of major crimes in the United States, 1953-54] 


Number of offenses 


Murder and nonnegligent wamelangter 
Manslaughter by negligence. -.. 


bit 
S+heyt 
IOeOD-00 Oo 


bery 
pemraveted assault 
Burglary—breaking or entering 
Larceny—theft 
Auto theft 


b+t++ 
Poe 


337615°—55——2 
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Urban Crime Trends 
Crime rose 7.4 percent in 1954 in cities under 10,000 in population. 


For other city groups the increases ranged trom -F2. 4 percent to +4.5 
percent. The upswing in crime for all cities continued through 1954 
for a 4.0 percent rise in the seventh consecutive year of crime increases 
in cities throughout the Nation. With cities grouped by size, no 
decrease in total crime is seen for any population group. 

The net gain of 4.0 percent for total crimes in all cities resulted 
from a continuation of increases in five crime classes: Rape, +1.6 
percent; Robbery, +8.4 percent; Aggravated assault, +0.7 percent; 
Burglary, +6.7 percent; and Larceny, +4.8 percent. Murder, 
negligent manslaughter and auto theft decreased. 

City murders continued the decline started in 1953 with a 2.3 per- 
cent decrease in 1954. The decrease was sharpest in cities with from 
100,000 to 250,000 population, —6.6 percent. All cities over 50,000 
had decreases while those under 50,000 had increases. The smallest 
city group (under 10,000 population) led the city groups under 50,000 
with an increase of 6.4 percent. 

Negligent manslaughters decreased 6.4 percent in cities during 1954, 
a sharp reversal of the 6.4 percent increase in 1953. Cities with 10,000 
to 25,000 population listed the biggest decrease, 13.3 percent. Their 
next larger neighbors, 25,000 to 50,000 population, had a gain of 5.3 
percent. 

Auto thefts dropped 4.7 percent in 1954 after a 5.1 percent rise in 
1953. This decline was general in all city groups and ranged from 
—6.2 percent in the 50,000—-100,000 group to —3.2 in the smallest 
cities (under 10,000 population). 

With cities grouped geographically (table 26), increases in total 
crime occurred in all areas with the exception of the South Atlantic 
States where a 1.2 percent decrease is shown for 1954. Increases 
in other geographic divisions range from 1.1 percent in the Pacific 
States to a high of 9.5 percent in the West North Central States. 
Table 26 shows variations among the individual geographic areas from 
the over-all trend noted for all cities as one group. These variations 
are similar to those that can be found among the cities grouped by 
size as shown in table 25. 

Notable variations from the over-all trend include a 10.3 percent 
increase in murders in the Mountain States, a 20.8 percent increase 
in negligent manslaughters in the East South Central States, an 8.1 
percent decrease in rape in the East North Central States, a 3.2 per- 
cent decrease in the Pacific States in the robbery classification, a 5.3 
percent decrease in the East North Central States for aggravated 


assault and a 7.5 percent increase in auto thefts in the New England 
States. 
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Crime trend computation. This is discussed in more detail in the 
text concerning 1954 major crime totals. The preparation of crime 
trends in this bulletin involves the selection of complete sets of reports 
from identical cities for the years studied. When it is known that the 
reports of any city do not meet the standards established under this 
program, they are not used for either period of the comparison. 

The best known index to the fluctuations in the total volume of 
crime is found in trend figures of offenses known to the police. The 
trend figures are not related to units of population as are crime rates 
given later in this bulletin. The trend figures broken down by cities 
grouped according to size and by geographic areas permit studies of 
the indicated segments. They are of primary interest to law enforce- 
ment officials in connection with their review of crime trends in their 
individual jurisdictions. 
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TaBLE 25.—URBAN CRIME TRENDS, 1953-54, BY POPULATION 
GROUPS 


Offenses known to the police in 2,378 cities, total population 75,064,168, based on 1950 decennial census] 


| 


Population group 


1954__.__. 
Percent change 
Group II: 63 cities, 100,000 
to 250,000; total popula- 
tion, 9,334,520: 
1953 __- 


| eee 
Percent change 
Group III: 126 cities, 
50,000 to 100,000; total 


953 
1954___ 
Percent change 
Group IV: 232 cities, 
25,000 to 50,000; total 


population, 8,191,991: 
1953 sd 





Percent change 
Group V: 631 cities, 
10,000 to 25,000; total 
population, 9,731,092: 
1953 


| ee 
Percent change _- 
Group VI: 1,288 cities un- 
der 10,000; total popu- 
lation, 7,020,679: 
1953 


185, 116 
191, 356 


+3.4 | 


150, 956 | 
154, 569 | 
+2.4 | 


129, 101 
134, 919 
+4.5 





| 





Criminal 
homicide 


Murder 
and 

nonneg-| slaugh- 
ligent | ter by 
man- | negli- 
slaugh-| gence 
ter 


$,654 | 2,638 
8,870 | 2,470 





| Man- | Rape 





Bur- 
glary— 
break- 
ing or 


enter- 
ing 


Rob- | Agee a 
bery assault 


8, 890 | 48, 566 | 63,665 |311,807 |755, 317 
9, 034 | 52,665 | 64,134 |332, 667 |701, 203 
+16) +84 +6.7| +48 


163, 125 |340, 058 
174, 023 |356, 839 
+6.7 | +4.9 


44, 386 |105, 893 
47, 936 |109, 536 
+8.0 +3.4 


ceny— 
theft 


Auto 
theft 


147, 409 
140, 539 
—4.7 





URBAN CRIME TRENDS 


OFFENSES KNOWN TO POLICE 
1953 - 1954 PERCENT CHANGE 


2,378 CITIES TOTAL POPULATION 75,064,168 


Fiaure 9. 
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TaBLe 26.—URBAN CRIME TRENDS, 1953-54, BY GEOGRAPHIC 
DIVISIONS AND STATES 


poe & known to the oe in 2,378 cities, total pee 75,064,168, based on 1950 decennial census] 


Criminal 
homicide 


|| Murder 
Divisions and States | | = Man- 
fa slaugh- 
|| negli- 
gent ts 
negli- 


ll slaugh- gence 


755, 317 
791, 203 
+4.8 


New England, 170 cities; 
population, 6,141,630: 
3908. .:..--.-....- 38, 379 


37: 38, 503 
Percent change. 5 ; j 3. , , +.3 





Connecticut, 26 cities: 
population, 1,212,695: 
on 





Massachusetts, 86 cities; 
=. 3,581,493: 
1953 


19. 
New Hampshire, 
cities; population, 





Rhode. Island, 17 cities; 
population, 673, 758: 
1953 








Vermont, —* popula- 
tion, 95, 

Middle Atlantic, 545 | 
cities; population, 





601 | 1, 11, 136 | 18, 204 
521| 494 | 2.041 | 12,695 | 18,389 
+65.9 | —17.8 | +16.1 | +18.1 +1.5 


New Jersey, 141 cities; 
— 3,266,395: | 
87 128 
93} , 132 
New. York, 173 cities; 
population, 11,686,709: ‘ns 


9. 
Pennsylvania, 231 cities; 
—— 3,152,889: 





cities; population, 





Percent change ---- --- 


Ilinois, 142 cities; i Popa 
lation, 5,816,398 
1953 


19, 105 | 37, 292 


4, 
4,718 | 22,610 | 38,914 
Indiana, 80 cities; popu- 


lation, 1,999,528: 
1953 








930 | 8,279 | 22,524 
774 | 8,730 | 22, 637 3, 744 
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Taste 26.—URBAN CRIME TRENDS, 1953-54, BY GEOGRAPHIC 
DIVISIONS AND STATES—Continued 


Criminal 
homicide 


Divisions and States Total 


East Worth Central— 

Continued 

Michigan, 109 cities; 

—* 3,872,121: 
195: 


Ohio, 166 cities; popula- 
-_> 732,262: 


1954 
Wisconsin, 81 cities; 
population, 1,774,727: 
4 


West ‘Tenth Central, 268 
oe © econ 





Iowa, 61 cities; popula- 
= 1,076,032: 





Kansas, 49 cities; popula- 
tion, 796,192: 


¥yY 


BE 88 85 


Minnesota, 62 cities: 
population, 1,470,236: 


re 





1954 
Missouri, 40 cities; popu- 
lation, 1,908,223: 


S 





=? 


Nebraska, 26 cities: popu- 
68 532,561: 
1 


-- 


8 88 


North I Dakota, 13 cities; 
ee 164,817: 





south Dakota, 17 cities; 
— 190,356: 


South. Atiantio, 1 221 cities; 
—. 7,598,347: 


- 


88 88 


a 


88 


Delaware, 3 cities; popu- 
Moss 121, 758: 


Florida, 43 cities; popula- 
-_ 289,378: 


ae se ¥E 


Georgia, 26 cities; popu- 
— 1,027,777: 





PS 


1 Includes the District of Columbia. 
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TaBLE 26.—URBAN CRIME TRENDS, 1953-54, BY GEOGRAPHIC 
DIVISIONS AND STATES—Continued 


Divisions and States 


South Atlantic—Con. 


Maryland, 16 cities; pop- | 


= 1,143,500: 
1953 


North Carolina, 53 cities; 
population, 1,083, 498: 
53. 


South Carolina, 24 cities; 
—s 431,651: 


1954 
Virginia, 36 cities; popu- 
lation, 1,269,151: 


GE 
West Virginia, 19 cities; 
population, 429,456: 
1953 


East South Central, 91 cit- 
— population, 2,937,- | 


Percent change. ---- 


Alabama, 27 cities; popu- | 
lation, 894,423 


Mississippi, 15 cit 
population, 304,024: 
1953... 


West South Central, 145 
cities; population, 


7 ’ 


Arkansas, 17 cities: pop- 
— 328,975: 


Louisiana, 15 cities; pop- 
ulation, 727,375: 


54 
Oklahoma, 32 cities; pop- 
ulation, 808,349: 


Texas, 81 cities; popula- 
tion, 3,467,069: 
1953 


Total 


Criminal 
homicide 


Murder 
and 
non- 
negli- 
gent 
man- 
slaugh- 
ter 


Rape 








| 
364 198 
875 122 287 
+3.0 | +20.8 | +22.8 


{ 


101 


141 | 
134 














Aggra- 
Rob- . 


bery 








assault 


Bur- 
glary— 
break- 
ing or 
enter- 


a8 Be €2 


2S 
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Taste 26.—URBAN CRIME TRENDS, 1953-54, BY GEOGRAPHIC 
DIVISIONS AND STATES—Continued 


} Criminal 
homicide | | 
ae der! | heey 
Murder’ | glary— 
Aggra- 
Divisions and States | Total || vated | Dreak- 
~ | assault ing or 
enter- 
“ime 


| ter 


Mountain, 114 cities; pop- 
ulation, 2,003,408: 
oe 52, 993 | 78 | 
55, 976 || 86 


34 | 
$5.6 |) +10.3 —19.0 | +22, 








Arizona, 13 cities; popu- 
lation, 222,780: 








yS 
a3 


Montana, 14 cities; pop. | 
ulation, 199,030: 


3 #8 


Nev ada, 5 cities; popula- | 
tion, 52,815: | 
953 


—— 


New Mexico, 8 cities; | 
population, 143,667: 
1953 


£3 


% 15 cities; popula- 
tion, 347,421: 


wy 
af 
3 
i) 


Wyoming, 11 cities; pop- 
ulation, 111,504: 


a8 


Pacific, 246 cities; popu- 
lation, 8,612,171: | | } 
1953 J | 299 | 446 1,665 
. | 309 424 1,608 
Percent change.-.... 1)) +3.3) —4.9 


California, 177 cities; 
Depetation, 6,773,898: 


256 


14 
16 
Ww ashington, 39 = cities; | 
—— 1,172,171: 
1953. 





45 
37 








337615°—55—-—-3 





URBAN CRIME TRENDS 
1940-54 TREND VERSUS 1937-39 AVERAGE 


OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE 
363 Cities-Total Population 47,586,584 


Ficure 10. 
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Long-term Urban Trends 

Crime during and after World War II. Contrasts in crime expe- 
rience following the major upheaval of war are shown in figure 10. 
Crime figures for the years 1937-39 were used as prewar averages 
(used as the base line for the graphs). 

Figure 10 and table 27 present crime figures for 18 years from 363 
cities. The same cities are represented for each year of the study. 
All cities used are over 25,000 in population. The combined popula- 
tion of these cities was 47,586,584 in 1950. Their 1940 population 
was 40,951,490. 

The selection of returns for inclusion in this study involved the 
same considerations outlined in the text preceding table 24. 


TaBLE 27.—URBAN CRIME TRENDS, 1937-54 


Offenses known to the police in 363 cities with over 25,000 inhabitants, total population 47,586,584 based on 
1950 decennial census] 


| 
| Murder,| Man- .| Bur- 
Total || Donnegli-| slaughter glary— |Larceny— 
jgent man-| by negli- breaking | theft 
| slaughter or entering 


667, 140 

671, 707 2, 416 
2, 565 

2, 519 


sogegege 
& 3288 
2 


é 


_ 


| #8 880s SE3S SSE 8 


157, 637 


151, 276 
134, 654 
137, 286 
141, 184 


166, 903 
183, 763 
179, 045 
181, 386 


190, 722 


2, 
1 
1 
1 


oo > > 
s 
PRE 


g 8 


754, 386 
403, 0s 
775, 948 
780, 094 
810, 714 


AD 
g 
> 

=S53 

8322 


88 


s #88 


858, 470 
901, 175 
943, 455 





115, 517 
109, 623 


SF S2Le 

22 S888 88 
8s 
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Rural Crime Trends 


Rural crime rose 8.3 percent in 1954. The rise was dominated by 
increases of 12.8 percent in burglaries and 9.9 percent in larcenies, 
Increases, though less pronounced, were registered for aggravated 
assault (+2.1 percent) and robbery (+0.1 percent). Murder, 
negligent manslaughter, rape and auto theft declined during 1954 in 
areas outside the cities. 

Murder led the decreases, a 6.2 percent dip, followed by auto theft, 
down 4.6 percent. Negligent manslaughters declined 2.9 percent and 
the change in the rape classification was only slightly downward, 
—0.3 percent. 

Rural crime trends are from 1,525 law enforcement agencies. In 
1953 and 1954 these 1,525 agencies sent in reports for rural areas (out- 
side the limits of urban communities). These agencies represent a 
rural population of almost 37,000,000 (1950 decennial census). 


TaBLE 28.—RURAL CRIME TRENDS, 1953-54 


[Based on reports of 1,378 sheriffs, 137 rural village officers, and 10 State police; total rural population 
36, 937 ,638, based on the 1950 decennial census] 


| Number of offenses 
Percent 
change 
1953 | 1954 
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Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter 
~~ geqasad by negligence 
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7,113 


Aggravated assault 3 13,231 | 13, 514 
Burglary—breaking or entering 88, 94. 
Larceny—theft 

Auto theft 
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RURAL CRIME TRENDS 


OFFENSES KNOWN TO POLICE 
1953 - 1954 PERCENT CHANGE 


REPORTING AREA Sheriffs’ Offices - 1,378 State Police - 10 
Rural Villages ~ 137 Rural Population - 36,937,638 


Ficure 11. 
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Monthly Variations 


There is no day of rest on the crime calendar. Most days are bad, 
the others are worse. The restless activity of criminals rolls up an 
average daily crime total that permits no letdown of police vigilance. 
Some crimes flourish in warm weather, some prefer the cooler months, 
but they all flourish. 

The seasonal va variations in crime are apparent in the 1954 crime data. 





assault are warm-month crimes. (Crimes against property are cool- 
month crimes.) Negligent manslaughter (principally traffic killings) 
is a cool-month crime, the only ‘“‘personal’’ crime that does not reach 
its peak in the warmer months. 

Murders, rapes, and aggravated assaults were highest in the third 
quarter of the year with July the high month for each. 

Crimes Against Property. The first and last quarters of the )ear 
saw the highs for these crimes. By quarters, robbery and burglary 
were highest in the first while larceny and auto theft were highest in 
the fourth. By month, a slightly different picture is obtained. 
Robbery was high in January, while the other three property crimes 
were high in February. 

Negligent manslaughter follows generally the hazardous driving 
conditions curve. It was highest in the last quarter of the year, 
rising to its top peak in December. Its curve does not conform to 
that for other crimes against the person. 








MONTHLY VARIATIONS 


OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE, 1954 
2,583 URBAN POLICE AGENCIES — TOTAL POPULATION 79,754,626 


OFFENSES AGAINST THE PERSON 


NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER 
Je2858 82h use 
Sh 1 Selb cicatie csi 


Ficure 12. 
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TaBLe 29.—MONTHLY VARIATIONS, URBAN COMMUNITIES, 1954 
[Daily average, offenses known to the police in 2,583 cities, total population 79,754,626, based on 1950 
decennial census] 
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MONTHLY VARIATIONS 


OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE, 1954 
2,583 URBAN POLICE AGENCIES —- TOTAL POPULATION 79,754,626 
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CRIME RATES 


Explanations of Rates 

Crime rates eliminate differences due to population. Crime rates 
included in this publication are the number of crimes reported by the 
police expressed in terms of crimes per unit of population in the 
areas represented by the reporting law enforcement agencies. The 
unit of population used is 100,000 inhabitants. As indicated pre- 
viously, crime trends, as distinguished from crime rates, represent the 
total number of crimes occurring or the crime volume dealt with by 
specific law enforcement agencies during two or more periods. Crime 
rates serve as @ current index to the:criminality of the population of 
the area. 

Use of 1950 decennial census figures causes overstatement of crime 
rates. Extreme accuracy in rates can be approached only when 
population figures on a nationwide basis are available for individual 
cities as well as other reporting areas. Up-to-date estimates of popu- 
lation are available from the Bureau of the Census for the United 
States and for each state but these estimates do not furnish a break- 
down by cities or as to urban and rural population. 

Crime rates for the United States: The total estimated crimes as 
shown in table 24 represents estimates of the crimes occurrmg through- 
out the United States. These estimates can be used with the appro- 
priate current population estimate to obtain crime rates for the 
United States if desired. For example, the July 1, 1954, estimate of 
population residing in the United States as published by the Bureau 
of the Census reflects 161,195,000 inhabitants. If the robbery rate 
per 100,000 inhabitants for the United States is desired, the 67,420 
estimated robberies for the entire United States in 1954 can be 
converted to a robbery rate of 41.8 robbery offenses per 100,000 
inhabitants. 

Computation of rates. One method of obtaining crime rates per 
100,000 population is to divide 100,000 by the population involved 
and then multiply by the number of crimes. 

Crime rates in following tables are based on 1950 decennial census 
figures. The following tables show the crimes reported by city police 
departments and law enforcement agencies covering rural areas con- 
verted to the number of crimes per 100,000 in the areas represented. 
As indicated above, allowances must be made for shifts in population 
since the 1950 decennial census if a highly accurate study is desired. 

Projection of urban population, 1950-1954. Since the Bureau of 
the Census does not make estimates separately for urban areas and 
for rural areas, this has been done for the convenience of the reader 
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to demonstrate one of the factors that must be considered in any 
use of crime rate figures. 


Urban Crime Rates 


As an example of the possible effect of changes in population, a 
projection of the urban population by the least squares method was 
made on the basis of the experience of the 1930, 1940, and 1950 
decennial censuses. On this basis, it is noted there has been an in- 
crease of over 7 percent in the urban population since the 1950 de- 
cennial census. To test the possible effect of the changes in the 
urban population on the urban crime rates published in the following 
tables, it was assumed that the cities represented in those tables 
experienced the 7 percent increase in population which was obtained 
for all urban population as above. After increasing the population 
of the cities represented in the following tables on urban crime rates 
by the 7 percent, the rates were refigured. Here is a comparison of 
the urban crime rates using the 1950 population and those prepared 


with an assumed 1954 population figure. 
Urban crime rates 


1950 popu- Estimated pop- 
lation ulation (1954) 

Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter . --..............-- . . 

Negligent manslaughter . 


2 BE we ® 


Aggravated assau 

ee ie or entering 
Larceny—theft 

Auto theft 


It will be noted from the above comparative figures that the rates 
using 1954 population estimate figures are 6.8 percent less (before 
rounding off) than the rates shown in the following urban rate tables 
using the 1950 decennial census figures. Persons interested in esti- 
mated population figures as well as more detailed population esti- 
mating methods should direct an inquiry to the Bureau of the Census, 
General Federal Office Buildings Numbers 3 and 4, Suitland, Md. 

Comparisons of crime rates: Differences in crime rates among 
cities, states, and geographic divisions are normal. Lack of con- 
sistency in the rates of one area with those of another should not be 
assumed to spring from a lack of uniformity in the compilation of the 
data. Certain consistencies can be noted in the rates of an individual 
area from year to year. All available usable reports for one year are 
used in preparing crime rate figures. Those reports known to be 
incomplete are not used. 

The change in population in individual reporting areas may not 
agree’ with the projection of United States urban population used 
above for illustration purposes. For this reason, the latest most 
reliable local estimates of population should be obtained before 
attempting to compare crime rates between units as small as individual 
cities. Also, the numerous factors affecting the incidence of crime 
should be considered. Some of these factors are itemized on page 97. 
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TaBLE 30.—URBAN CRIME RATES, 1954, BY POPULATION GROUPS 


[Offenses known to the police and rate per 100,000 inhabitants. 


Population figures based on 1950 decennial 
census] 


Criminal homicide | 
es A a 

gera-|glary—| yor 

Murder,| Man- vated | break- ¥ 
Population group nonneg- slanghter as- | ing or | @DY— 
ligent by sault | enter- 
man- negli- ing 
slaughter| gence 


TOTAL, GROUPS I-VI 





2,588 cities; total population, 
79,754,626 : 
Number of offenses known..| 


GROUP I 


41 cities over 250,000; total popu- 
lation, 34,932,955: 
Number of offenses known - - 
Rate per 100,000 





GROUP II 


63 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total | 
population, 9,334,520: 

Number of offenses known 7 . i? 47, 936 | 109, 536 

Rate per 100,000 5. j . 4 513. 5 |1, 173.5 





GROUP Il 


126 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total | 
open, 8,904,958: 
Number of offenses known - - 
Rate per 100,000 


GROUP IV 


242 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total 
po) ulation, 8,549,860: 
umber of offenses known - - 
Rate per 100,000 


GROUP V 


668 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total 
population, 10,266,438: 
Number of offenses known - - 
Rate per 100,000. - 





GROUP VI 


1,443 cities under 10,000; total 
population, 7,765,895: 
Number of offenses known - - 
Rate per 100,000 
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TaBLE 31.—URBAN CRIME RATES, 1954, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 
AND STATES 


[Offenses known per 100,000 inhabitants. Population based on 1950 decennial census] 
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TaBLE 32.—URBAN CRIME RATES, 1954, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 
AND POPULATION GROUPS 


[Offenses known per 100,000 inhabitants. Population figures based on 1950 decennial census] 
7 | 
Murder, | | Burg- 
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TABLE 33.—NUMBER OF CITIES IN EACH POPULATION GROUP, GEO- 
GRAPHIC DIVISION, AND STATE REPRESENTED IN THE URBAN 
CRIME RATE TABULATIONS (TABLES 30-32) 
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Population group 
Over 100,000 50,000 25,000 10,000 Less 
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New England: 
Population, 6,254,711 


New Hampshire. 
ous Tsland_..... - 


Middle Atlantic: 
Population, 21,034,655 


New Jersey 
New York 
Pennsylvania__.____. - 
East North Central: 
Population, 18,699,138 


West North Ge Central: 
Population, 6,281,509 


300. 8 
184.6 
99.7 
87.9 
78.9 
55.7 

236. 


4 


| 


South Dakota - __...--- 
South Atlantic: 
Population, 7,791,482 


Delaware.__ 
District of - as 
Florida 


Maryland -----...- 
North Carolina 


2328 
Deo 


~ 
= 





, 
3S | ¥ S8 
- wow 

. 
“II 


$ SBRBS! 
oo NOs 





Kentucky 
Mississippi 
Tennessee __.........-- 
West South Central: 
Population, 5,699,731 





BS8R 
NSES 
oso + oc ereo 


20 
= 22 


cle detccminciainc 
Mountain: 
Population, 2,163,341. __.-. 


iiss cowibonsas 
Di ehncconasinn 


§| 
s 
ee -wne 
BRaalS aaailB noua 


Bees 
IIS Wo 


= 











oe 
85 
oo 


New Res ~ domes 
Uta wihptulap act 


— ee OO 


Ee 
-o 


ic: 
Population, 8,695,179 


California 
NE init nieces « 
Washington ---......- 


eeheei 
Swe 














96 


Rural Crime Rates 

Crime rates for rural areas in table 34 are based on the 1950 decennial 
census in lieu of more recent population data for the areas repre- 
sented. Any interpretations placed on these rates should include 
considerations of the possible effects of changes in the population 
since the 1950 decennial census. 

Effect of population changes since 1950. No official population 
estimates for rural areas are available. The rural crime rates in 
table 34 are based on the 1950 population count for the areas repre- 
sented. To illustrate to the reader the possible effect on these rates 
due to population changes since 1950, a projection was used. This 
reflected a possible increase in rural population of over 6 percent for 
the period 1950-54. Adjusting the rates in table 34 on this basis 


furnishes the following comparison: 
Rural crime rates 


Murder and ae manslaughter 
Manslaughter by negligence 


Aggravated assault - 
Burglary—breaking or entering _. 
Larceny—theft 

Auto theft 


Rural rates are 6 percent less (before rounding off) using projected 
population figures. It is not known whether the projected increase 
in rural population is applicable to all areas represented by the crime 
figures published in table 34. 

Summary figures for rural areas are published since more detailed 
presentation by states or geographic divisions does not appear practi- 
cable. The reporting base is not as broad for rural areas as for cities. 
It is noted that some rural reports used in the table may be limited 
to arrest data, particularly for those crimes where proportionately 
the fewest arrests are made. Of course, obviously incomplete rural 
reports are excluded from the tabulations. 





TaBLE 34.—RURAL CRIME RATES, 1954 


[Offenses known and rate per 100,000 inhabitants, as reported by 1,530 sheriffs, 150 rural village officers, 
and 11 State police; total rural population 40,039,614, based on 1950 decennial census] 
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OFFENSES IN INDIVIDUAL AREAS 


Offenses in Individual Cities With More Than 25,000 Inhabitants 

The number of offenses reported as having been committed during 
the period of January-December 1954, is shown in table 35. The 
compilation includes the reports received from police departments 
in cities with more than 25,000 inhabitants. Police administrators 
and other interested individuals will probably find it desirable to 
compare the crime rates of their cities with the average rates shown 
in tables 30, 31, and 32 of this publication. Similarly, they will 
doubtless desire to make comparisons with the figures for their com- 
munities for prior periods, in order to determine whether there has 
been an increase or a decrease in the amount of crime committed. 

Caution should be exercised in comparing crime data for individual 
cities because the differences in the figures may be due to a variety 
of factors. Such comparisons are not necessarily significant even 
though the figures for individual communities are converted into 
terms of the number of offenses per 100,000 inhabitants. 
~ The following is a list of some of the factors which affect the amount 
of crime in the community: 

Population of the city and metropolitan area adjacent thereto. 

The composition of the population with reference particularly to 
age, sex, and race. 

The economic status and activities of the population. 

Climate. 

Educational, recreational, and religious facilities. 

The number of police employees per unit of population. 

The standards governing appointments to the police force. 

The policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts. 

The attitude of the public toward law-enforcement problems. 

The degree of efficiency of the local law-enforcement agency. 

The figures presented in the following tabulation are those reported 
by the individual police departments in the cities represented without 
reducing the data to crime rates (number of offenses per 100,000 
inhabitants). 

In considering the volume of crime committed locally, it is gener- 
ally more important to determine whether the figures for a given 
community show increases or decreases rather than to ascertain 
whether they exceed or fall short of those for some other individual 
community, and it should be remeiabered that the amount of crime 
committed in a community is not solely chargeable to the police 
but is rather a charge against the entire community. 

In publishing these figures the FBI acts as a service agency. The 
figures published are those submitted by the contributing agencies. 
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Taste 35.—NUMBER OF OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE, 1954, 
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CITIES OVER 25,000 IN POPULATION 


Abilene, Tex. 
Abington, Pa 
Akron, Ohio 
Alameda, Calif 


RN a so 5 58 ee 25 is a 


Albany, N. Y 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Alexandria, La 
Alexandria, Va 
Alhambra, Calif 


Aliquippa, Pa 
Allentown, Pa 


Alliance, Ohio.................- 


Nc wi Siu ached 
Altoona, Pa 


Amarillo, Tex 
Amsterdam, N.Y 
Anderson, Ind 
Ann Arbor, Mich 
Anniston, Ala 


ppleton, Wis 
Abin ngton, Mass... 
Arlington, “a? 
Asheville, N. C 


Athens, Ga 


Atlantic City, N.J 
Auburn, N. Y 
Augusta, Ga 


Aurora, Ill 

Austin, Tex 
Bakersfield, Calif... . 
Baltimore, Md 
Bangor, Maine 


Barberton, Ohio 
Baton Rouge, La 
Battle Creek, Mich ___- 


Bay City, Mich............___- 


Bayonne, N.J 


Beaumont, Tex 
Belleville, Ti. 
Belleville, N. J. 
Bellingham, Wash 
Belmont, Mass 


Beloit, Wis 
Berkeley, Calif 
Berwyn, Ill 
Bessemer, Ala 
Bethlehem, Pa 


Beverly, M 

Beverly Hills, Calif. ..- 
Billings, M: ont 

Biloxi, Miss 
Binghamton, N. Y 


Birmingham, Ala 
Bloomfield, N.J 
Bloomington, Ill 
Bloomington, Ind 
Boise, Idaho 


Boston; Mass. .......... iis 


Bremerton, Wash.. 
Bridgeport, Conn 
Bristol, Conn 


Murder, 
nonneg- 
ligent 


man- 
slaughter 
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157 79 

78 49 

247 1, 484 525 

4) 122 52 
Only 7 months received 


24 211 108 
60 875 333 
= 6 months received 
210 325 196 

19 301 152 


13 50 30 
= 1 month received 
| | 
150 | 
150 


372 
36 
122 


141 
140 


75 

44 
327 348 
220 | 187 
Only 1 month received 


61 46 

2, 497 1, 518 
562 464 
42 23 
219 58 


104 128 
654 212 
382 306 
4, 691 3, 240 
63 68 


69 43 | 
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TaBLE 35.—NUMBER OF OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE, 1954, 
CITIES OVER 25,000 IN POPULATION—Continued 

















Murder, - | pe. Larceny—theft 
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City | ligent | Robbery| vated Getting = 
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Brookline, Mass... ......--..-- 
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Butte, Mont_--.-. 
Cambridge, Mass 
Camden, N.J ne a 
Cg I oendcccecccccet 


Cedar Rapids, Iowa-. 



















Champaign, Ill_.--- 2 12 ll 71 90 210 52 
Charleston, 8. C............... 6 89 52 704 307 1, 088 105 
Charleston, W. Va.........-.--. 2 47 104 297 () 1,009 126 
CRI ae Osadaccduicniscccs 12 65 532 572 1,178 151 

































riick ernie 1 

A aeapnwkats 27 102 120 977 151 707 364 
dd lew id aetih a niharerlien 1 13 3 104 79 138 54 
ci te aie iad 7 46 56 167 154 139 175 
acca iam nee tiled alias da ibonl 18 12 91 76 515 41 
a cia ae a hate 277 7, 984 4, 132 15, 805 10, 724 10, 238 5, 053 
dacs Rielle ic Wicees Del nas ee ale 5 3 67 56 152 15 
ee oie pia ubsine eates 2 64 76 234 174 320 sd 
i sigalueaectiia ae 25 241 281 1, 439 1, 132 3, 057 751 
bik iniabwneeaatinndonsest © Ieenasestins 75 2 66 su 
Cleveland, Ohio_..............- 62 1,128 315 2, 249 1,353 14, 635 1,370 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio._.....|.---.----- 4 1 91 37 207 22 
Seis A edcoRinainbceacdes 6 10 159 92 229 38 

Bat cee en ot 35 258 

citipestea 42-9. Sak. " | Sebedatepaes 127 706 








Columbia, Mo 














Columbia, 8. C...............- 6 17 103 369 410 1, 210 220 
oe. Faas 5 25 6 412 200 511 125 
Columbus, Ohio. --._......-...- 8 329 76 2, 208 1,606 3, 060 538 
Compton, Calif. ............... 1 S4 38 650 161 1,361 182 
























Coneord, N. H............ lie ie Al the ania lige 1 53 34 
Corpus Christi, Tex.......-_-_- 7 62 348 975 565 1, 369 257 
oo UR eee eee 3 nN 137 78 424 82 


Covington, K 
Cranston, R. 


CN iin no case ibn evega 
Cc eS GU. 832 c Baocosage 


Danville, Ill_........- 
Danville, Va 

































Davenport, Iowa............--- 
Dayton, RS 
Daytona Beach, Fla----.-- 
OS eae ee 
Decatur, a anal 


INE snc ncicctncsanced 
Des Moines, Iowa... 
Detroit, Mich.._....- 
Dubuque, Iowa_.--- 
Duluth, Minn 
















East Chicago, Ind__...._- 
East Cleveland, Ohio---_- 
East Hartford, Conn.__-- 
Easton, Pa 
























East Orange, N. J......---.---- 1 18 7 342 101 

East Providence, R. I_.........|-.-------- 3 1 66 62 244 

East St. Louis, Ill_.....-- Only 7 months received 

OE . Re ea Saree | 2 | Se deacons | 68 36 213 ll 
pS ae Mh eee 3 12 58 31 141 32 


See footnote at end of table. 


Taste 35.—NUMBER OF OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE, 
CITIES OVER 25,000 IN POPULATION—Continued 


City 


Elizabeth, N. J 
Elkhart, “ 
Elmira, N. 

E! Paso, ZS 
Elyria, Ohio. 


Enid, Okla.. 
Erie, Pa 

Euclid, Ohio 
Eugene, Oreg 
Evanston, Ill 


Evansville, Ind 
Everett, Mass.. 
Everett, Wash 
Fairmont, W. Va. ...... 
Fall River, Mass... - 


Fargo, N. Dak. 
Fayetteville, N. C 
Ferndale, Mich 
Fitchburg, Mass 
Flint, Mich.- 


Fond Du Lac, Wis 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
Fort Smith, Ark 
Fort Wayne, Ind 


Fort Worth, Tex sii 
Framingham, Mass..........-.- 
Fresno, Calif 

Gadsden, Ala. 

Gainesville, Fla 


Galesburg, Ill 
ee. Tex 
Garfield, N. J_- 
Gary, Ind__. 
Glendale, Calif__- 


Gloucester, Mass 


Grand Forks, N. Dak_........-| 
Grand Rapids, Mich...........| 


Granite City, Ill 
Great Falls, Mont 


Green Bay, Wis 
Greensboro, N. C 
Greenville, Miss 
Greenville, 8. C 
Greenwich, Conn 


Hackensack, N. J 
Hagerstown, Md 
Hamilton, N. J 
Hamilton, Ohio 
Hammond, Ind 


Hampton, Va 

Hamtramek, } 

Harrisburg, Pa 

Hartford, Conn 

Hattiesburg, Miss.............- 


Haverford, Pa 
Haverhill, Mass. 
Hazleton, er 

Hem stead, oY. 
Highland 4 Mich 


High Point, N. C.......--- seb ais 
Hoboken, N. 

Holyoke, Mass 

Honolulu City, Hawaii. .-.....- 
Hot Springs, Ark 


Murder, 

nonneg- 
ligent 
man- 

slaughter 


| 
| Robbery | a breaking | 


100 


| Bur- Larceny—theft 


gera- | glary— | 


| assault | or enter- | 
ing 








293 | 
80 
105 
922 
57 


149 
472 

65 
147 
204 


650 
97 


231 
Only 6 months received 
9 263 | 


65 


1 S 
23 147 31 | 


| (101 63 
a 90 
| 958 | 1,013 


1 39 | 23 
No reports received 





8 | 370 | 283 | 
84 | 275 | 81 | 
11 | 438 | 259 | 


270 | 2, 196 418 
Only 2 months received 
=i | 
66 | 42 33 
41 130 69 


Only 7 months received 
8 
a 
10 


831 564 
525 217 


No reports received 
80 


728 
233 
68 


139 | 
437 
97 
384 
46 | 


a 





62 | 


gaa sBabe 








2 50 31 | 


siz 


1954, 


B NERNE 


8 





Ct et tt ttt prt prt ft tet pret tart aes aie et et eet ies es 


Cees 
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TaBLe 35.—NUMBER OF OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE, 1954, 
CITIES OVER 25,000 IN POPULATION—Continued 


Murder, | Bur- | Larceny—theft 

nonneg- Aggra- £ — | Auto 
ligent | Robbery| vated | breaking | theft 
m assault | orenter-| $50and | Under ss 

ing over 


Houston, Tex 1, 463 
29 226 


Huntington Park, Calif 
Hutchinson, Kans File mivoreeed 
Independence, Mo 


Indianapolis, Ind - 
Inglewood, Calif. __ 

lowa City, Iowa 

Irondequoit N. Y. 
Irvington, N. J 


, 
Jefferson Cit 
Jersey City, 
Johnson City, 
Johnstown, 





104 
180 


159 
Kankakee, Il. 5 30 


Kannapolis, N. C : 16 





Kansas City, Kans..._....._._- 758 331 
Kansas City, Mo 1, 194 1,179 
Kearn PEE. .62tee ated : 71 43 
com. Wi, wat a 90 66 
Key West, Fla_---..-.--- ican Only 4 months received 


clasts, HY... Le ees 1 | 4 57 30 
Knoxville, Tenn-- Sic katecd 94 421 254 
Kokomo, Ind No reports received 
Lackawanna, N. Y occa em eliioug J 17 S 39 
5 42 


ll 195 90 
No reports received 
7 61 





LaFayette 

Lafa ette, La. 

La Grange, Ga. 
Lake Charles, La 
Lakeland, ne ned 


Lakewood, Snap 
Lancaster, Pa.- 
Lansing, Mich. 
Laredo, Tex. 

Laurel, Miss... 


69 118 


© BESO wow ~3 


8 


50 

No reports received 
3 64 
302 441 


Lima, Ohio 29 267 
Lincoln, sa | 27 167 
f No reports received 

4 135 

76 676 


1 40 

217 2, 526 
54 175 

4, 608 18, 209 
561 2, 506 


Lowell, Mass. - dvienainiel 6 230 
Lower ‘Merion, Pa 161 
Lubbock, ) eat 525 
Lynchburg, Va 63 = 


Za 





yEsen Sex. 


See footnote at end of table. 





TaBLE 35.—NUMBER OF OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE, 1954, 
CITIES OVER 25,000 IN POPULATION—Continued 


Murder, 


nonneg- 
City ligent | 
man- | 

slaughter | 


¥ EL Rs oa Sa ee 


Manitowoc, Wis 
Mansfield, Ohio 
Maplewood Wi Oe codias 
Marion, Ind 

Marion, Ohio 


Mason City, Iowa 

Massillon, Ohio 

Maywood, 

McKeesport, Pa atl 
Medford, Mass........-...----- 





Memphis, Tenn 
Meriden, Conn-- - - 
Meridian, Miss. - __- 
Miami, Fla 


Miami Beach, Fla_---...------ 
Michigan City, Ind_-_..- i adksand 
Middletown, Conn-.-.....-.-- 

Middletown, Ohio... ........-- 
Milwaukee, Wis. .......-.---- 


Minneapolis, Minn 
Mishawaka, Ind 
Mobile, Ala_. 
Moline, Il 
Monroe, La 


Montclair, N. J 
Montgomery, Ala- 
Morgantown, W. Va 
Mount Lebanon, Pa 
Mount Vernon, N. Y 


Muncie, Ind 
Muskegon, Mich 


Nashua, N. 
Nashville, Tenn.- 


New Bedford, Mass.. 
New Britain, Conn 





New Brunswick, N. J.........-.|........--. 
Newburgh, N. ¥ 

New Castle, Pa 

New Haven, Conn 

New Kensington, Pa... 


New London, Conn... 

New Orleans, La_- 

Newport, Ky. 

Newport, R. I_- bi Din maiatedian 
Newport News, V a. 


New Rochelle, N. Y 
Newton, Mass. --- 
New York, N. Y 
Niagara Falls, N. Y 
Norfolk, Va 


Norman, Okla 
Norristown, Pa 
Northampton, Mass. - 
North Bergen, N. J-. 
North Little Rock, Ark._ 








| | 
| Bur- Larceny—theft | 
| 


ar j} 
| breaking 
| orenter- | $50 and 
ing over 


284 
90 
81 


| 
—_—_—_———— | ______ 
| 

232 qa 169 


3 207 
Only 4 months received 
346 1, 183 


765 862 

107 

32 

98 

1,544 

1, 416 

73 

228 

60 

12 43 


10 47 
236 


65 37 
Only 5 months received 
ll 53 ; 140 


148 
147 


39 





402 | 


| 
| 


146 | 

3 321 212 | 

9, 519 47, 596 42, io 
45 256 


1, 421 1, 556 1, 413 ai | 


Only 11 months received 
5 62 | 37 | 
40 39 
No reports received 
No reports received 


—| Auto 


Under theft 
$50 


303 
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TaBLeE 35.—NUMBER OF OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE, 1954, 
CITIES OVER 25,000 IN POPULATION—Continued 


































Murder, an | _Lareeny—thett Larceny—theft 
| nonneg- | glary— 
City ligent | Robbery — | breaking Peete tikes Auto 
man- assault | orenter- | $50 and 
slaughter ing ee | over Tower | $0 
ere eae Pee ore cee Beat tee 
Norwalk, Conn...............- 1 2 | 13 202 | 123; 267 | 38 
Norwich, Conn. .-............-- Only 9 months received 
eee, a Em aetna ealaebe 1] 5] | 78 | 61 | 149 | 26 
FO PEM cn cdce detec cwcces No reports received 
Oakland, Calif Ib tach einai pais ck il 15 549 306 2, 948 408 6, 818 1, 333 
Ce gn csc kuiebnis acide WR 133 93 256 58 
Oak Ridge, Tenn 3 2 27 27 23 115 8 
Odessa, Tex...._. 1 12 12 199 104 702 102 
3 den, Utah..._. 3 ll 30 245 139 1,029 174 
Oklahoma City, Okla_......... 16 107 123 1, 927 1, 333 2, 798 619 
OU ND, isn cipinsecokey 10 87 86 679 250 2, 019 666 
OTE Bs isin os icon bcs bi ceca cas 12 26 | 99 42 187 45 
Oy Hs oo ccccebacccocd 8 27 225 535 273 571 144 
SERRE SRN °C RS 1 1 106 42 692 29 
Ottumwa, Iowa__.............-. 1 6 s 48 12 137 50 
Owensboro, Ky_.-...........-. 2 9 20 149 90 382 57 
Paducah, Ky................-. 8 22 133 189 106 158 108 
Oe ES ac... cccBoncebsnaue >) ee 44 107 359 46 
Panama City, Fla.............- 2 4 6 96 65 124 19 
Parkersburg, W. Va_.........-.|---------- 1 3 72 72 166 33 
P. he te won eoiisbabeanal 1 1 82 23 110 17 
Pasadena, Calif. ............... 5 52 19 585 462 1, 490 131 
PE Mia inscecibcscdenen 1 10 30 174 96 163 73 
Paterson, N. oi Se aicdutibed wagon 4 50 149 657 67 737 183 
ES eee eee eee 6 4) 224 96 348 93 
Poeneneeia, PM: 22. ..-25i-.-.5-. 5 23 74 | 301 119 649 103 
i oa auivss covnee 2 81 118 723 198 1, 059 209 
Perth Amboy, om Wide be lncisdeiiewaddical 5 7 114 136 193 47 
Peters! 4 44 176 209 135 535 81 
Philadelp! ia, Pa. ie cided dairoa ile 134 2, 948 2, 198 12, 256 7, 088 9, 514 4, 549 
ee. 13 147 238 1, 222 776 3, 139 628 
SG UO eres 7 2 32 245 68 181 49 
Pitts aS SOR 25 625 264 2, 879 1,408 1,321 1, 765 
Pieteeeen. Beeee. ..6..25..4.2-.- 1 3 1 82 77 272 ll 
PUNE, FH Dini n co desecceuse 2 6 7 | 121 OF 144 42 
Pocatello, Idaho_....._....-.-- 1 11 5] 98 81 305 79 
Pomona, Calif 1 18 10 | 285 137 620 4 
ea: 4 32 69 469 170 646 147 
is tk ae 3 2 21 66 40 228 57 
ke ee 3 13 o4 40 381 35 
Portland, Maine.--__....-.-.-.--- 2 14 16 214 154 595 128 
Portland, ne 8 291 172 2, 399 1, 581 4, 588 608 
Pertemeute, Gee... -..55....-..)s-+..--... 52 14 257 179 438 134 
Portsmouth vs: 10 50 350 471 287 601 249 
Poughkeepsie, N eri. ck 17 103 99 408 37 
Providence, R. I......-..-.---- 4 56 7 1, 235 604 1, 768 486 
neve, WIE... oa. no. sched soa caz 2 2 83 44 877 45 
SO ee 2 37 17 316 227 S48 118 
ee ee eee 2 9 5 155 99 312 2 
Ss ME ckiaddanthovenscabbdbcsanses 17 1 291 87 449 116 
OSS NERS Se ee See x 17 174 73 723 Ney 
Raleigh, N. . i Ee eel 6 2 269 258 161 616 108 
Rapid City, Psi cccss 1 5 32 67 133 10 
Ta ts ee tdiinendeshe ll 7 263 133 568 82 
poke oO Ba Non cieesasesees 16 16 369 64 404 73 
Redwood City, Calif......_..-- 1 4 3 101 106 506 58 
ES BE hi ca tits ddan nanos 4 58 13 532 388 561 119 
Revere, tan ed Tt eo cepa 1 , | Se 159 70 159 Of 
Richmond, Calif... ........--- 1 64 73 461 215 1,849 149 
Richmond, i eacntin csackodilikn dudced 20 6 118 123 145 44 
Richmond, Va 4 228 243 1, 506 906 3, 533 950 
Riverside, Calif... ........-.-.-- 1 20 20 297 183 669 112 
SOON WU is cn cntblinconned 4 19 67 282 226 683 150 
Rochester, Minn sdbtittndesmeh tenths s 1 55 59 427 19 
Rochester, N. Y --.--.--------- 7 69 | 72 1, 004 558 2, 578 398 
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TaBLE 385.—NUMBER OF OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE, 1954, 
CITIES OVER 25,000 IN POPULATION—Continued 


Murder, | Bur- Larceny—theft 
| nonneg- | Aggra- | glary— 

ligent | Robbery| vated | breaking | l 
| man- | | assault | orenter-| $50and | Under 
slaughter | ing over | 


| | 
Rockford, Ill- ; wis } | 226 142 
Rock Island, nl seeEseE 213 171 
Rocky Mount, N.C. ES. 138 60 
Rome, Ga____--- 103 95 
SG BUe Wi das~ odedsectoncky 50 20 


Roswell, N. Mex 0 reports received 
Royal Oak, Mich | 5 | 66 | 
779 | 931 
239 | 161 | 
| | 55 | 32 | 
St. Joseph, Mo .| 17 | 138 
St. Louis, Mo bee 2, 6, 520 
St. Paul, Minn ‘ | | 1, 383 
St. Petersburg, Fla menill | 37 500 | 
Salem, Mass... ei3 Only 7 months received 


Sacramento, Calif J | ’ 
Saginaw, Mich = | | 1 
St. Cloud, Minn 








Salina, Kans--- 16 145 43 
Salt Lake City, Utah__-. ails | | 34 1, 059 698 
i 257 1 


| 
Salem, Oreg alan one as 145 76 | 
San Angelo, Tex... 


: penis 33 | 7 48 | 
San Antonio, Tex. ebb 7 87 2, 488 1,049 


San Bernardino, Calif. _--- | 50 | 404 
San Diego, Calif : 155 1, 398 
Sandusky, Ohio SUN cece 27 73 
San Francisco, Calif 748 5,124 
San Jose, Calif. . | 68 15 526 


San Leandro, Calif..........-- 4 160 
San Mateo, Calif .___- | 117 
Santa Ana, Calif_......._- | 249 
Santa rae Calif. | 209 
Santa Fe, N . Mex | | 167 





Santa Monica, Calif. _.. 642 
Savannah, Ga . 

Schenectady, N. Y 

Scranton, Pa 

Seattle, Wash 


Shaker Heights, Ohio 
Sharon, Pa. . 
Sheboygan, Wis... 


Shreveport, La Se eee ne Only 13 esta 
Sioux City, Iowa. 252 


Sioux Falls, 8. Dak-._. 
Somerville, Mass 

South Bend, Ind 

South Gate, Calif 
Spartanburg, 8. C.............- 











Spokane, Wash 

Springfield, Il! 

Springfield, Mass 

Springfield, Mo_...........-- ‘ 
Springfield, Ohio 


Stamford, Conn 
Steubenville, Ohio 
Stockton, Calif... . 
Stratford, Conn | 

Superior, Wis | | 76 





564 
‘ | 602 474 | 
Tallahassee, Fla a; No reports received 
Tampa, Fla 72 | 145 ° 
Taunton, Mass 109 24 


Teaneck, N. J.......... ane oa 47 
Temple, Tex 50 
Terre Haute, Ind 107 

“ 929 








Topeka, Kans 


























TaBLE 35.—NUMBER OF OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE, 1954, 
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CITIES OVER 25,000 IN POPULATION—Continued 


City 


1 


Murder, | Bur- Larceny—theft | 

nonneg: gera- | glary— |__ ea il 
ligent “| Robbery ea breaking | | | theft 
man- | assault | orenter-| $50and | Under 


slaughter| | ing over 


Torrington, Conn. 
Trenton, N. J_. 


Troy, N. ates 


Tucson, Ariz... _. 
Tulsa, Okla 


Union, N. J.....-.--- 
Union City, N. J.....- 


Washington, D. C_...-..- 
Washington, Pa........- 
Waterbury, Conn..---_- 
Waterloo, lowa.-.....-- 
Watertown, Mass-.-..-- 


West Orange, N. J 
West Palm Beach, Fla 


Weymouth, Mass..-.--- 


Wheeling, W. Va-_-_--- 
White Plains, N. Y-.-. 
Wichita, Kans... ....-. 


Wichita Falls, Tex.........-. = 


Wilkes-Barre, Pa.........-- 
Wilkinsburg, Pa-.-_.--.-- 


Williamsport, Pa... 


Wilmington, Del. ears me 
Wilmington, N. C.....-.....-.- 


Winona, Minn........-- 
Winston-Salem, N. C._. 
Woodbridge, N. J....... 
Woonsocket, R. I.....-- 
Worcester, Mass_.._._. 


Yakima, a 
Yonkers, N. » we 


Y oungstown, Ohbio_. 





University City, Mo-_-- 


Upper Darby, Pa......- 
1 6 fe eS 
Vallejo, Calif............ 
Valley Stream, N. Y---- 
Vancouver, Wash_-_..__- 


Vicksburg, Miss. - - .---- 


staal 1 8 | 8 | 

coay 1| 10 14 | 215 63 
pupae! pe --| Wt ek 134 | 147 
repens 1 | 11 | 70 274 | 100 
patel 2| 7 | 6 238 | 111 
beet eee tle 18 15 | 115 | 101 

E as 8 | 3 | 75 | 73 
eh oR e ts 3 | 103 


| 2 1 11 49 41 

13 32 | 205 527 186 

isha steeple hicias ceecttin 4 3 186 56 
i 33 | 2 175 115 

1 B Bakadadees | 138 


Watertown, N. Y-..--...- 
Waukegan, Ill_.........- 
WE, TER wicscdnece 
Wauwatosa, Wis_-_-.----- 
West Allis, Wis_......-. 


West Hartford, Conn. 
West Haven, Conn._......__- 
West New York, N.J._. 








Ww yentets, Mich......- 
Wash. id 


DRG, Gi ines cccccncecacs 12 


5 | 46 | 63 605 291 
dimes eset 18 | 19 194 74 
2 38 | 40 472 190 





e data not received? 
| 166 | 95 












































































71 804 4, 658 3, 514 1, 617 
tesa epee 4 1 67 55 
peri s 1 14 16 291 167 
Te = 7 21 149 98 
ia A ook Mackie 1 7 
SEL, ER GAS Coe 5 
aN | 1 30 60 109 97 
kigieg scl Reo neces died conan 1 49 28 
ee REE ita 1 
Pasnké 1 
sats ad 1 Beech 135 42 

spines aa 46 35 
Sista — data not received ? 
dle aad PA. 66 73 
| 7| 9 “48 | 269 82 
cae | 2 33 13 29 
5 3 92 64 
15 39 177 147 
83 224 1, 247 506 
28 | 72 | 364 211 
-| 1} 10 4 | 146 82 
Siséade | 1 12 8 | 86 30 
Sarees 7 9 | 122 105 
ad 7 64 25 | 576 358 
~ 24 296 | 352 135 

| 

| 


BaaoB— 





ontodvesdein 4) 2 99 | 79 
al 3 28 17 288 | 141 
a a 1 15 25 | 238 | 100 
Lemptseihecceaticnd a3 | 16 | 213 | 94 





! Larcenies not separately seported. Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies. 


2 The crime reporting for the eft city indicated does not meet acceptable standards established by the Com- 
mittee on Uniform Crime Records of the International Association of Chiefs of Police. 
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Offenses Known in Jurisdictions Outside the United States 


Crimes in areas outside the 48 states are represented by the figures 
in table 36. The data include reports contributed voluntarily by 
law enforcement agencies in Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the 
Canal Zone. These data are not presented elsewhere in this bulletin 
except that the figures for the city of Honolulu also appear in table 35. 


Taste 36.—OFFENSES KNOWN IN JURISDICTIONS OUTSIDE THE 
UNITED STATES, 1954 





. - sh vip dint 
Murder, Bur- Larceny—theft 
A ao ) s glary— | | Auto 
Jurisdiction reporting breaking l | theft 
or Over | Under 
| Slaughter | entering | $50 $0 | 


Alaska: 
Anchorage City. , aaa 
Department of Territorial Police 
(Juneau) dal in iciesitin ieee ll tnshhidid 
First judicial division (Juneau) 


| 
| 
| 
i 


Hawaii: 
Hawaii County... 
Honolulu City - ; 
Honolulu County... 
Kauai County. 
Maui County 


Isthmus of Panama: Canal Zone 


Puerto Rico 











SUPPLEMENTAL CRIME DATA 


Source 


Police in cities of over 25,000 inhabitants contribute a secondary 
report each month containing valuable analyses for the rape, robbery, 
burglary, larceny, and auto theft classifications. The extent of the 
breakdown of information is shown in tables 37, 38, and 39. 

A comparison of reports from 409 identical cities was made for 
1953-54 to provide trend information (see table 37). These 409 cities 
of over 25,000 inhabitants represent a combined population of over 
55.6 million (1950 census). 

Property loss and recovery data were supplied by slightly more 
cities than the 409 represented in the trend table. (See tables 38 
and 39.) 


Trends 


Robberies (strong arm and armed) in 409 cities over 25,000 in 
population increased 9.4 percent. Over 50 percent were highway 
robberies and these increased 4.0 percent in 1954 as compared with 
1953. Although oil station robberies declined 4.2 percent, robberies 


of other business places increased 16.7 percent. Chain store robberies 
led with an increase of 47.5 percent. Bank robberies increased 10.7 
percent in the 409 cities represented while robberies of other commer- 
cial houses (excluding oil stations, chain stores, and banks) increased 
18.0 percent. 

Robberies of residences rose 22.1 percent and miscellaneous types 
of robberies increased 0.1 percent. 

Burglaries. Unlawful entries in 409 cities over 25,000 increased 
6.9 percent. By time of day the greatest increase (8.9 percent) 
occurred in daytime burglaries. Night breakings rose only 6.2 
percent. Daytime burglaries of stores, offices and other nonresidence 
places reflected an increase of 16.4 percent while unlawful entries of 
residences in the daytime rose 6.9 percent. 

Larceny-theft. Shoplifting and auto accessory thefts led the 
increases in the larceny classification. While the over-all rise in 
larcenies was 4.5 percent in 409 cities over 25,000, shoplifting jumped 
11.4 percent and auto accessory thefts climbed 9.4 percent. Pocket 
pickings declined 3.0 percent. 


(107) 
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TaBLeE 37.—OFFENSE ANALYSIS, TRENDS, 1953-54 
- cities over 25,000. Total 1950 population 55,660 806) 


Number of offenses 
Classification Sdeaniietadanditstagpscncalenaigatlindstedl 


Rape: 


Forcible 
Statutory. 


Highway ---.-- 
Commercial house 
Oil station. - 

Chain store... 
Residence . . . . . 
Bank - -... 
Miscellaneous 


Burglary—breaking or entering: 
meee cs 





Residence (dwelling) 


Day 
Nenseakdanes (store, office, ee 


 * Sa cna endeeianintatiitnabtad labia Taaansi a ies 35, 67 144, 701 
Day..-.---- ; ceaseless ; 3, 15, 655 





Larceny—theft (except auto theft, by eee: 
Total 5 621, 474 
$50 and over...........--. “171,721 | 178,433 


i aes a : 357, 771 
Under $5. ............ 





Larceny—theft (by type): 
pA dédunée Le a niaeniibainin 


621, 474 
Pocket-picking . pies Gpidagineaesacighen . 7, 675 
Purse-snatching - - basGbib OAildthoUeeebtokne 33 12, 350 
Shoplifting - - . ehenighh Z 26, 353 


Thefts from autos (except ‘secessories) ‘ 123, 361 
Auto accessories - Sioa dé teatadirtatialpte st eaeniedacsaiea aaa , 28 122, 789 


. , 105, 107 
All others 216, 323 223, 839 


Auto theft: 


126, 313 120, 449 
118, 579 113, 168 


Property Loss, By Crime 


The average loss per property crime was $208 in 1954. For crimes 
against property except auto theft the loss per offense was $111. 
Average loss figures by crime in 1954 were: robbery, $219; burglary, 
$176; larceny, $74; and auto theft, $963. Auto thefts represent over 
half the property loss. However, 94 percent of the autos stolen were 
recovered. 

The per capita loss to property crimes was $3.96. (The 425 cities 
represented in table 38 had a combined population of 58,469,880 
under the 1950 decennial census.) 
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TaBLe 38.—VALUE OF PROPERTY STOLEN, BY TYPE OF CRIME, 1954 
[425 cities over 25,000. Total 1950 population 58,469,880. Values rounded off] 


5 Number of Value of 
Classification offenses | property stolen 


1, 112, 088 $231, 500, 646 
Robbery ~~ §2.060 | 11, 409, 302. 
Burglary 

Larceny—theft ' 

dn cu ables enesicnbivascataded 


Value of Property Stolen and Recovered by Type of Property 

Fifty-two percent of the value loss in 1954 was automobiles (table 39, 
421 cities). Over 93 percent of the value of stolen cars was recovered. 

Of the $221.8 million loss to property crimes, property valued at 
$123.4 million or 55.6 percent was recovered in 1954. 

Currency, jewels, precious metals, and furs represented 52.2 percent 
of the loss other than automobiles. 
TaBLE 39.— VALUE OF PROPERTY STOLEN AND VALUE OF PROPERTY 

RECOVERED, BY TYPE OF PROPERTY, 1954 
[421 cities over 25,000. Total 1950 population 56,282,211. Values rounded off] 


Value of property 


Type of property 
Stolen 


Currency, notes, ete 
Jewelry and precious metals 
itn atilblatnipedsdubaadeumse) -s¢¢ebadttingdgede tinal 


Locally stolen automobiles 
PSUs cdcuncnccnasaces Sib sta deciandinaemec ions drapes air ed : 





AGE, SEX, AND RACE OF PERSONS ARRESTED 
Source 

Reporting area. Reports from 1,389 cities representating 38,642,183 
inhabitants (1950 decennial census) were usable for 1954. Usable 
reports for 1953 and 1954 from 1,005 identical cities (combined 1950 
population of 32,633,967) were used in the arrest trend figures. The 
1,389 cities above represent about 43 percent of the urban population 
while the 1,005 cities represented in the trends cover approximately 
37 percent of the urban population. 

Reports are compiled locally by police in urban places on an annual 
basis. Arrests of all persons for violations occurring within the 
reporting jurisdiction are counted. (The only traffic arrests included 
are those for driving while intoxicated and arrests for negligent man- 
slaughter.) This count does not distinguish between arrests followed 
by the placing of formal charges and arrests followed by release 
without a formal charge being filed. 

Arrests versus offenses known. The figures presented in this section 
deal with the number of persons arrested and do not reflect the number 
of offenses known to the police. Offenses known data appear in the 
preceding pages of this publication. 

Completeness of data. Reports were not used (1) where police 
pointed out that all juveniles were not included or (2) where it was 
obvious the report was incomplete in any other manner. However, a 
few reports included in the tabulations do not include all youthful 
offenders because local procedures bypass the police in a percentage 
of the juvenile cases, according to the police. 

A second annual arrest tabulation (Return C) received from report- 
ing police is used as a guide to the completeness of the age, sex and 
race data. Information from the Return C, which includes dispositions 
of arrests, is published in the semiannual issue of this bulletin. 





Trends, 1953-54 

Arrests of juveniles (under 18) increased 2.3 percent while arrests 
of adults decreased 1.9 percent in 1954 (1,005 cities over 2,500, total 
1950 population of 32,633,967). 

Cities over 25,000 dominated the over-all 2.3 percent increase in 





arrests of juveniles. These larger cities reflected a 2.8 percent rise in 
arrests of young persons under 18 while total arrests decreased 0.5 
percent. (253 cities over 25,000, 1950 population total of 25,213,979.) 


Arrests of young persons (under 18) in smaller cities remained 
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almost unchanged with a 0.2 percent increase shown. In the smaller 
cities, total arrests decreased 5.2 percent. (752 cities, 2,500 to 25,000 
in population, combined 1950 population of 7,419,988.) 


TasBLe 40.—ARREST TRENDS, 1953-54 


[Population figures from 1950 decennial census] 





| ‘Total—-1,005 Over 25,000— | 2,500 to 25,000— 

cities; total 253 cities; 752 cities; 

population population 
25,213,979 7,419,988 








Number of Arrests, 1954 

Arrests totaled 1,688,555 in 1954 in 1,389 cities over 2,500 in popu- 
lation. Based on the 1950 combined population of 38,642,183, these 
cities represent about 43 percent of the city population of the United 
States. 

Crimes against the person. Arrests numbered 94,795 (criminal 
homicide, rape, and assault). 

Crimes against property. Arrests for crimes with property as their 
object numbered 170,814 (robbery, burglary, larceny, auto theft, 
embezzlement and fraud, buying and receiving stolen property, and 
forgery and counterfeiting). 








Age of Persons Arrested, 1954 

Persons age 17 or under represented almost 10 percent (9.7) of the 
1954 arrests in 1,389 cities. Juveniles (under 18) represented 57.6 
percent of all persons arrested for auto theft. They were also high in 
burglary and larceny arrests, 49.0 percent and 43.6 percent, respec- 
tively, of the persons arrested in each category. 

Over 51 percent of arrests for property crimes were of young persons 
under 21. For crimes against the person, young people represented 
only 14 percent of the arrests. 
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PERSONS ARRESTED UNDER 
18 YEARS OF AGE 


PERCENT OF TOTAL ARRESTS 
CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 


CALENDAR YEAR 1954 


@ UNDER 18 YEARS 
OF AGE 


1,389 CITIES---- TOTAL POPULATION 38,642,183 


Ficure 14. 
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Taste 42—NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ARRESTS OF PERSONS 
UNDER 18, UNDER 21, AND UNDER 25 YEARS OF AGE, 1954; 1,389 
CITIES OVER 2,500 IN POPULATION 


[Total population 38,642,183, based on 1950 decennial census] 


| Number of persons arrested Percentage 


Offense charged 


Total Under | Under | Under | Under | Under | Under 
25 18 21 25 


SoS eetbe sae 1, 686, 555 
Criminal homicide: ta 
(a) Murder and nonnegligent man- 
slaughter _. 
(b) Manslaughter by negligence 


Robbery. -- 

Aggravated assault _- 

Other assaults : 
Burglary—breaking or entering 
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Auto theft... 
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Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc 
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Sex of Persons Arrested, 1954 
Female arrests. Eleven percent of the 1,688,555 persons arrested 


in 1,389 cities in 1954 were females. 
Male arrests numbered 1,503,172 in the same cities, or 89 percent. 


Table 43 reflects arrest information by sex as reported by 1,389 
cities. 


TaBLE 43.—DISTRIBUTION OF ARRESTS BY SEX, 1954; 1,389 CITIES 
OVER 2,500 IN POPULATION 


[Total population 38,642,183, based on 1950 decennial census] 


Number 
Offense charged — 


Total || Male | Female 


1, 503, 172 185, $83 
Criminei homicide: 


(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter. 
(b) Manslaughter by negligence 


Robbery : Teadhtre , | 11, 705 f 
Aggrav ated assault_- 5 16,518 | 3,117 
Other assaults. _- 


rs aie 61,438 | 7,147 
Burglary—breaking or entering _- aeiedatueion ‘ 39, 036 &R9 


TOTAL... aaa ; |2, G88, 686 


69 


or, 
aonew 


Larceny—theft - . Keowee ‘ . . || 64,078 
Auto theft __. et, aera c 19, 787 
Embezzlement and fraud_. 


ae . | 11, 517 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, Gets al anne ks 2, 833 


. 


Pr PrP. 
a 
oe nwNown 


eee ’ ae 
one @S2HCOSO CYKeROF OCHNnU pon. #FOs ee 


Forgery and counterfeiting - - Saad | 7, 065 
Rape_. | 3,815 
Prostitution and commercialized vice 6, 833 
Other sex offenses _ - 12, 526 
Narcotic drug laws. .-___. ces | 5, 473 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc ; | 12,625 


Offenses against ee and children__. wiinct i] 20, 007 
Liquor laws. .. 27, 981 


nue . 
— 


Driving while intoxicated... ............ ; 
Disorderly conduct 
Drunkenness...............- 

Vagrancy 


$1, 055 
140, 082 
658, 855 

57, 449 


33, 061 | 
51, 512 
155, 554 
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Race of Persons Arrested, 1954 


Over 71.4 percent of the 1,688,555 arrests in 1,389 cities were mem- 
bers of the white race. Members of the Negro race numbered 
439,762 or 26 percent of the arrests in the reporting cities. 


Taste 44.—ARRESTS BY RACE, 1954; 1,389 CITIES OVER 2,500 IN 
POPULATION 


[Total population 38,642,183, based on 1950 decennial census] 


| Race 
a a aa oe eas jelinnabine 
all 


Offense charged | | Chi | J All 
race: . i = - i - 

e \ White | Negro oo others 
| 


PI aisincni 1, 688, 555 | ss 439, 762) 


Criminal homicide: 
(a) Murder and nonnegligent man- 
slaughter _ . 
(b) Manslaughter by negligence a 


630 
840 


5, 643) 
7, 372) 
38, 937 
28, 481 


50, 068) 
15, 907 
10, 455 

2, 016) 


6, 872) 
2, 246) 
8, 481 
12, 361 


ed 


Robbery - - . 

Aggravated assault. 

Other assaults. _._. 
Burglary-breaking or ente ring_- 


SSsn Sr 


ROI. ssn tedbdanctusiuwodbauecessal 
Auto theft 

Embezzlement and fraud _- onal 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, ‘ete___- 


- 2 
= 8228 
= _—— 


~ anu 


on — 
8 23 


Forgery and counterfeiting 

Rape 

Prostitution and commercialized vice 
Other sex offenses - 
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3 23 
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Narcotic drug laws_- paall 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, ete....... ; 
Offenses against ay and children. 
Liquor laws. 





15, 788 
19, 731) 


cn on en BR 


S8Se 
$ 3522 


Driving while intoxicated ‘ 71, 732) 

Disorderly conduct... eanedanet at - . 109, 615) 55, rae 1, 488 
Drunkenness.......... ; 556, 732| 126,663| 26, 289 
Vagrancy ; || 49,507, 13,311) 1,275 


Gambling... vas ‘| 10,873] 25, 044 17 
Suspicion 57, 035 39,791; 16,796 345 
All other offenses ‘. A 133, | 46, - 1, 103 
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REPORTING AREA 


Population Represented 


Nine out of every 10 people in the United States were represented 
by Uniform Crime Reports in 1954. The total population coverage 
was 135,589,122 or 90.0 percent (1950 census figures). 

Most city dwellers (95.7 percent) were represented and the crime 
reporting coverage extended to 81.6 percent of the people living out- 
side the limits of cities (rural areas). However, notice the next 


paragraph. Some contributors did not send in reports for all months 
of the year. 








Contributors 


Contributors numbered 5,787 in 1954. Police in 84.3 percent of the 
cities and law enforcement agencies covering 75.2 percent of the 
rural areas voluntarily contributed one or more crime reports in 1954. 
In 1954 there was an increase of 59 contributors or 1.0 percent over 
the 5,728 in 1953. 

Contributors were: 3,393 city police departments; 2,156 sheriffs; 14 
state police; 212 rural townships and villages; and 12 police agencies 
outside the 48 states. 


Urban and Rural 


Urban (city) places are defined under the Bureau of the Census 
1940 rule (generally, at least 2,500 inhabitants and incorporated). 
The limits of some ‘“‘urban”’ places, under the 1950 definition, do not 
coincide with police boundaries. So, the 1940 definition is continued 
for uniform crime reporting purposes. 

Rural areas are those outside the urban places defined under the 
1940 rule. 

The following table shows the number of urban police contributing 
and the population (1950 census figures) represented by them. 





Cities or towns Population 
ohn ' 
Number Number 
Population group — - ea a 
| eontrib- 


| Repre- 
Total || Contrib- utors sented by 
|} utors —_——- 

ors 


4,026 || 3, 393 | 


. Cities over 250,000 41 |) 41 | 
. Cities 100,000 to 250,000 66 || 66 | 
. Cities 50,000 to 100,000 129 || 129 | 
. Cities 25,000 to 50,000 275 || 

. Cities 10,000 to 25,000 

. Cities 2,500 to 10,000... ........- : 





CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES 


_ Uniform Crime Reporting Program 

Readers not entirely familiar with the uniform crime reporting pro- 
gram may be interested in a brief explanation of the contents of crime 
reports included in this bulletin: 

1. These crime figures are called ‘‘police statistics” to distinguish 
them from judicial or penal statistics in the criminal field. (Program 
is voluntary. International Association of Chiefs of Police started it 
January 1930. The FBI has acted as the central clearinghouse since 
September 1930, by an Act of Congress.) 

2. Crimes that are exclusively Federal are not included. 

3. Each reporting agency counts only those crimes or arrests for 
crimes committed in its jurisdiction. A sheriff reports only for his 
rural areas outside the city or town limits of any urban places in his 
county. This feature avoids duplication. 

4. “Offenses known to the police’ is a term that refers to those 
crimes included in the Part I offenses of the crime reporting classi- 
fication. (See below for individual classes.) The Part I offenses are 
limited to seven classes of grave offenses shown by experience to be 
those most generally and completely reported to the police. 

5. Offenses (crimes) for the Part I classes are reported as they 
become known. The police may learn of the occurrence of crime in 
a number of ways: reports of: police officers; citizens’ complaints; 
notification from prosecuting or court officials; or otherwise. 

6. Offenses are included without regard to: (a) the age of the 
offender; (6) the value of property involved; (c) the recovery of stolen 
property; (d) arrests; or (e) prosecutive action. The purpose is to 
show the amount of crime that has occurred as distinguished from 
arrest data and the classifying is based strictly on the facts in posses- 
sion of the police. 

7. Complaints that are found by police investigation to be ground- 
less are not included in crime tables in this bulletin, and returns that 
appear incomplete or defective are excluded. 

8. Arrest data is not included in “offenses known” information 
but arrest data is collected separately for the entire crime classification, 
Parts I and II. So, the only information for Part II offenses is that 
based on arrest data. 

In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the FBI does not vouch for their accuracy. They are given out as 
current information which may throw some light on problems of 
crime and criminal-law enforcement. 

The complete classification of crimes is shown below with brief 
definitions for each: 
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Part I Offenses 


1. Criminal homicide.—(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter 
includes all wilful felonious homicides as distinguished from deaths 
caused by negligence. Does not include attempts to kill, assaults to 
kill, suicides, accidental deaths, or justifiable homicides. Justifiable 
homicides excluded from this classification are limited to the following 
types of cases: (1) The killing of a felon by a peace officer in line of 
duty; (2) the killing of a holdup man by a private citizen. (6) Man- 
slaughter by negligence includes any death which the police investiga- 
tion establishes was primarily attributable to gross negligence on the 
part of some individual other than the victim. 

2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape (no force used— 
victim under age of consent), assault to rape, and attempted rape. 

3. Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the 
person by force or violence or by putting in fear, such as strong-arm 
robbery, stickups, robbery armed. Includes assault to rob and at- 
tempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault——Includes assault with intent to kill; assault 
by shooting, cutting, stabbing, maiming, poisoning, scalding, or by 
the use of acids. Does not include simple assault, assault and battery, 
fighting, etc. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering.—Includes burglary, housebreak- 
ing, safecracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or a theft, 
even though no force was used to gain entrance. Includes attempts. 
Burglary followed by larceny is included in this classification and not 
counted again as larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft).—(a) Fifty dollars and over in 
value; (6) under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassi- 
fications, depending upon the value of the property stolen, thefts 
of bicycles, automobile accessories, shoplifting, pocket picking, or any 
stealing of property or article of value which is not taken by force 
and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, ‘‘con’’ 
games, forgery, worthless checks, etc. 

7. Auto theft—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or 
driven away and abandoned, including the so-called joy-riding thefts. 
Does not include taking for temporary use when actually returned by 


the taker, or unauthorized use by those having lawful access to the 
vehicle. 


Part II Offenses 


8. Other assaults.—Includes all assaults and attempted assaults 
which are not of an aggravated nature and which do not belong in 
class 4. 

9. Forgery and counterfeiting —Includes offenses dealing with the 
making, altering, uttering, or possessing, with intent to defraud, any- 
thing false which is made to appear true. Includes attempts. 
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10. Embezzlement and fraud.—Includes all offenses of fraudulent 
conversion, embezzlement, and obtaining money or property by false 
pretenses. 

11. Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing. —Includes buying, 
receiving, and possessing stolen property as well as attempts to com- 
mit any of those offenses. 

12. Weapons; carrying, possessing, ete.—Includes all violations of 
regulations or statutes controlling the carrying, using, possessing, 
furnishing, and manufacturing of deadly weapons or silencers and all 
attempts to violate such statutes or regulations. 

13. Prostitution and commercialized vice.—Includes sex offenses of a 
commercialized nature, or attempts to commit the same, such as 
prostitution, keeping bawdy house, procuring, transporting, or de- 
taining women for immoral purposes. 

14. Sex offenses (except rape and prostitution and commercialized 
vice).—Includes offenses against chastity, common decency, morals, 
and the like. Includes attempts. 

15. Offenses against the family and children.—Includes offenses of 
nonsupport, neglect, desertion, or abuse of family and children. 

16. Narcotic drug laws.—Includes offenses relating to narcotic drugs, 
such as unlawful possession, sale, or use. Excludes Federal offenses. 

17. Liquor laws.—With the exception of “drunkenness” (class 18) 
and ‘driving while intoxicated” (class 22), liquor law violations, 
State or local, are placed in this class. Excludes Federal violations. 

18. Drunkenness.—Includes all offenses of drunkenness or intoxi- 
cation. 

19. Disorderly conduct.—Includes all charges of committing a 
breach of the peace. 

20. Vagrancy.—lIncludes such offenses as vagabondage, begging, 
loitering, etc. 

21. Gambling.—Includes offenses of promoting, permitting, or 
engaging in gambling. 

22. Driving while intoxicated—Includes driving or operating any 
motor vehicle while drunk or under the influence of liquor or narcotics. 

23. Violation of road and driving laws.—Includes violations of regu- 
lations with respect to the proper handling of a motor vehicle to 
prevent accidents. 

24. Parking violations.—Includes violations of parking ordinances. 

25. Other violations of traffic and motor vehicle laws.—Includes viola- 
tions of State laws and municipal ordinances with regard to traffic and 
motor vehicles not otherwise provided for in classes 22-24. 

26. All other offenses.—Includes all violations of State or local laws 
for which no provision has been made above in classes 1-25. 

27. Suspicion.—This classification includes all persons arrested as 
suspicious characters, but not in connection with any specific offense, 
who are released without formal charges being placed against them. 
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